Three male specimens of the eyeworm, Oxyspirura chabaudi, were found during the post mortem examination of one individual of Turdus merula L. (Passeriformes). This is the first record of Turdus merula as a host for O. chabaudi.
. Comparison of morphometric data (in mm) on male Oxyspirura chabaudi (Baruš, 1965) 
Characteristics
Material from Poland O. chabaudi (Baruš 1965) O. chabaudi (Baruš 1970 ) n = 3 n = 2 n = 1 Skryabin, 1929, and O. sygmoidea (Molin, 1860) . However, a review of the literature permits the inclusion of two additional species: O. rysavyi (Baruš, 1963) from Oriolus oriolus in Slovakia (Baruš 1963) and O. chabaudi from Motacilla alba in the Czech Republic (Baruš 1965) . Two species of Oxyspirura have been recorded from Poland so far: O. petrowi from Erithacus rubecula and Corvus frugilegus (Okulewicz 1984, Okulewicz and Kozak 1987) and O. sygmoidea from C. frugilegus (Rutkowska 1973) . The prevalence and intensity of Oxyspirura infection is usually very low in birds. In Czechoslovakia Baruš (1965) found that only 7 out of 3207 birds examined over a ten-year period were infected with specimens of the genus Oxyspirura. Most of the species have been described on the basis of one or only several specimens (Skryabin et al. 1967) . For example, Jairapuri and Siddiqi (1967) listed 14 new species of Oxyspirura, eight of which were described based on observation and measurements of only one male specimen each.
During the faunistic research of birds in the vicinity of Wroc³aw (April 2006), one dead Turdus merula was found. Post mortem examination revealed three male nematodes of the genus Oxyspirura. The material was fixed in 70% ethanol, cleared for microscopic examination with glycerol and identified as O. chabaudi based on morphological and morphometric characters using the criteria of Baruš (1965 Baruš ( , 1970 , Jairapuri and Siddiqi (1967) and Anderson et al. (1975) . The nematodes exhibited cervical alae, undivided cephalic capsule, two differentiated spicules, three pairs of pre-and postanal papillae, and the lack of a gubernaculum (Fig. 1A, B) . The measurements, expressed in millimetres (minimum-maximum), of the most representative structures of males are given in Table I .
Oxyspirura chabaudi was first described by Baruš (1965) based on three nematodes (2 males and 1 female) found in one specimen of Motacilla alba from the Czech Republic. Subsequently, the description of this species in M. alba (Baruš 1970) was completed with data on the variation of O. chabaudi concerning the number of postanal papillae. According to Skryabin et al. (1967) the number of caudal papillae in the genus Oxyspirura is variable. This is the first record of O. chabaudi from Poland and thus confirms the occurrence of this nematode in Europe. Turdus merula is a new host for this parasite.
